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THIS WEEK IN THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
MONDAY, JULY 5, 2004  
On Monday, the House is not in session. 
 
TUESDAY, JULY 6, 2004  
On Tuesday, the House will meet at 2 p.m. for legislative business. Votes will be 
postponed until 6:30 p.m. 
Suspensions (7 bills): 
(Bills on suspension are generally considered non-controversial and have reduced debate 
time, but require a two-thirds majority vote to be passed.) 

1) H.R. 2121 - Eisenhower Exchange Fellowship Program Trust Fund 
Enhancement Act of 2003: Adds $12.5 million to the existing Eisenhower trust 
fund. The trust fund was established with $7.5 million in the early 1990s. 
Annually the Eisenhower Exchange Fellows program is appropriated the interest 
and earnings from the trust fund amounting to $500,000 for programs and 
operations. The Eisenhower Fellowships is a non-partisan, non-profit organization 
created in 1953 to honor President Eisenhower. Eisenhower Fellowships promote 
international understanding and productivity through the exchange of information, 
ideas, and perspectives among emerging leaders throughout the world. The 
program brings outstanding professionals who are rising leaders in their countries 
to the United States and sends their American counterparts abroad, with a custom-
designed program for each participant. Programs are short term (about 2 month) 
exchanges primarily in the area of business. 

2) H.Con.Res. 410 - Recognizing the 25th anniversary of the adoption of the 
Constitution of the Republic of the Marshall Islands and recognizing the 
Marshall Islands as a staunch ally of the United States, committed to 
principles of democracy and freedom for the Pacific region and throughout 
the world  

3) H.Con.Res. 257 - Expressing the sense of Congress that the President should 
posthumously award the Presidential Medal of Freedom to Harry W. 
Colmery  

4) H.R. 3340 - James E. Worsham Post Office and James E. Worsham Carrier 
Annex Building Redesignation Acts (Chicago, Illinois) 
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5) H.R. 4327 - Vitilas `Veto` Reid Post Office Building Designation Act (St. 
Louis, Missouri) 

6) H.R. 4427 - Perry B. Duryea, Jr. Post Office Building Designation Act 
(Montauk, New York) 

7) S. 1167 - To resolve the boundary conflicts in Barry and Stone Counties in 
the State of Missouri  

 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 7, 2004 AND THE BALANCE OF THE WEEK 
On Wednesday and Thursday, the House will meet at 10 a.m. On Friday, the House will 
meet at 9 a.m.  
Suspensions (5 bills): 

1) H.R. 4218 - High-Performance Computing Revitalization Act of 2004: 
Amends the High-Performance Computing Act of 1991 to direct the President to 
implement a High-Performance Computing Research and Development Program 
(currently, a National High-Performance Computing Program) which shall 
provide for long-term basic and applied research on high-performance computing, 
research and development on and demonstration of technologies to advance the 
capacity and capabilities of high-performance computing and networking 
systems, improving the security of computing and networking systems, and which 
meets other specified requirements. 

2) H.R. 4516 - Department of Energy High-End Computing Revitalization Act 
of 2004: Instructs the Secretary of Energy to: (1) implement a research and 
development program to advance high-end computing systems, and to develop 
and deploy them for advanced scientific and engineering applications; and (2) 
establish and operate facilities to conduct advanced scientific and engineering 
research and development using Leadership Systems, and to develop potential 
advancements in high-end computing system hardware and software.  

3) H.R. 3890 - To reauthorize the Steel and Aluminum Energy Conservation 
and Technology Competitiveness Act of 1988: Reauthorizes the Steel and 
Aluminum Energy Conservation and Technology Competitiveness Act of 1988 
through 2009.  the bill also modifies the list of priorities that the Secretary of 
Energy must consider in reviewing research and development activities for 
possible inclusion in the Steel Initiative Research Plan to include the development 
of: (1) advanced sheet and bar steel; and (2) technologies that reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

4) H.R. 3980 - National Windstorm Impact Reduction Act of 2004: Establishes 
the National Windstorm Impact Reduction Program to achieve major measurable 
reductions in losses of life and property from windstorms.  

5) H.R. 1856 - Harmful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Research Amendments Act 
of 2003 (Sponsored by Congressman Ehlers): Amends the Harmful Algal Bloom 
and Hypoxia Research and Control Act of 1998 (HABHRCA) to repeal the 
President's authority to disestablish the Interagency Task Force. Directs the task 
force to complete by specified deadlines, and submit to specified congressional 
committees, scientific assessments of: (1) harmful algal blooms (HABs) (first on 
marine HABs and subsequently on both marine and freshwater HABs, including 
those in the Great Lakes and upper reaches of estuaries); (2) current knowledge of 



freshwater HABs and coordination of related Federal research; and (3) hypoxia in 
U.S. coastal waters, including the Great Lakes.   

6) H.Con.Res. 301 - Supporting the goals and ideals of the World Year of 
Physics (Sponsored by Congressman Ehlers): Throughout history physics has 
contributed to knowledge, civilization, and culture around the world.  Physics 
research has been and continues to be a driving force for scientific, technological, 
and economic development.  Many emerging fields in science and technology, 
such as nanoscience, information technology, and biotechnology, are substantially 
based on and derive many of their tools from fundamental discoveries in physics 
and applications thereof.  Physics will continue to play a vital role in addressing 
many 21st-century challenges related to sustainable development, including 
environmental conservation, clean sources of energy, public health, and security. 
Albert Einstein is a widely recognized scientific figure who contributed 
enormously to the development of physics, beginning in 1905 with his 
groundbreaking papers on the photoelectric effect, the size of molecules, 
Brownian motion, and the theory of relativity that led to his most famous 
equation, E = mc2.  2005 will be the 100th anniversary of those important 
scientific achievements.  The General Assembly of the International Union of 
Pure and Applied Physics unanimously approved the proposition designating 
2005 as the World Year of Physics. 

 
H.R. 4754 - Department of Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2005: Funding highlights for the bill 
include that it is almost $240 million above the Administration request and $2 million 
over FY04.  The bill includes $20.6 billion for the Justice Department with the FBI, 
DEA, and ATF getting increases of $624 million, $77 million, and $43 million, 
respectively.  The bill also provides the State Department with $1.57 billion for embassy 
security. 
 
H.R. 4755 - Legislative Branch Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2005: Freezes 
funding at last year’s level. Maintains current staffing levels for all legislative branch 
agencies, fully funds COLA for staff and the establishment of a staff fitness facility in the 
Rayburn garage and does not fund any new major construction projects through the 
Architect of the Capitol to allow the Architect to focus their resources on current, 
ongoing projects, particularly the Capitol Visitors Center.  
  
H.R. 3598 - Manufacturing Technology Competitiveness Act of 2003 (Sponsored by 
Congressman Ehlers): Directs the President to establish: (1) an Interagency Committee 
(IC) to plan and coordinate Federal efforts in manufacturing research and development; 
and (2) an Advisory Committee to provide advice and information to the IC from the 
non-Federal manufacturing research and development community. Requires Federal 
agencies that are the IC members to coordinate their manufacturing grant activities with a 
collaborative manufacturing research grants program established by this Act's 
amendment to the National Institute of Standards and Technology Act (NIST Act). 
 
H.R. 3574 - Stock Option Accounting Reform Act: Amends the Securities Exchange 



Act of 1934 to require an issuer of registered securities to show as an expense in its 
mandatory annual report the fair value of all stock purchase options granted to certain of 
its senior executive officers after December 31, 2004. It exempts small business issuers 
from such requirement.  
 
H.R. 2828 - Water Supply, Reliability, and Environmental Improvement Act: To 
improve water supply reliability and water quality while enhancing the environment in 
the state of California.   
 
* Possible Motions to go to Conference  
* Possible Motions to Instruct Conferees 
 
Historical Tidbits 
On July 5 … 
1935 - U.S. President Roosevelt signed the National Labor Relations Act into law. The 
act authorized labor to organize for the purpose of collective bargaining. 
 
On July 6 … 
1854 - In Jackson, MI, the Republican Party held its first convention. 
1932 - The postage rate first class mail in the U.S. went from 2-cents to 3-cents. 
1945 - U.S. President Truman signed an order creating the Medal of Freedom. 
1983 - The U.S. Supreme Court ruled that retirement plans could not pay women smaller 
monthly payments solely because of their gender. 
1997 - The Mars Pathfinder released Sojourner, a robot rover on the surface of Mars. 
The spacecraft landed on the red planet on July 4th. 
 
On July 7 … 
1865 - Four people were hanged in Washington, DC, after being convicted of conspiring 
with John Wilkes Booth to assassinate U.S. President Lincoln. 
1898 - The United States annexed Hawaii. 
1981 - U.S. President Reagan announced he was nominating Arizona Judge Sandra Day 
O'Connor to become the first female justice on the U.S. Supreme Court. 
 
On July 8 … 
1630 - The Massachusetts Bay Colony celebrated Thanksgiving Day. The day is 
recognized as the first Thanksgiving. 
1776 - Col. John Nixon gave the first public reading of the U.S. Declaration of 
Independence to a crowd at Independence Square in Philadelphia. 
1963 - All Cuban-owned assets in the United States were frozen. 
 
On July 9 … 
1776 - The American Declaration of Independence was read aloud to Gen. George 
Washington's troops in New York. 
1951 - U.S. President Truman asked Congress to formally end the state of war between 
the United States and Germany. 
 



(Information from http://www.on-this-day.com) 
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